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The whole thrust of science is to explain, and 
sometimes explain away, the common language 
descriptions. The common language descriptions 
are either wrong, or not even wrong. Why do rocks 
seek the ground? They don't, better explanations are 
given by Newton's laws, or general relativity, which 
explain the phenomenon in terms of invisible fields 
or curved space. What transmits plague? Not "bad 
air", but creatures so small you can't see them without 
a microscope, travelling on fleas travelling on rats. 
What is a rainbow? Nota promise from God, but a 
geometrical consequence of how air-water interfaces 


bend light. 


Scientific explanations cannot be translated into 
d They *b * th d 

everyday terms. They *become* the everyday terms. 
The old everyday terms, and the wrong beliefs they 
embody, go away, or dwindle into dead metaphors 
for the new. We can go on using the word "sunrise" 
without committing geocentrism; nobody nowadays 
thinks perfumes can ward off infectious disease. 
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